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SUBJECT: HUNGARIAN EFFORTS TO BUY POPPY STRAW IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

REF: BUDAPEST 2985; KABUL 6622 

1. FYI. ACCORDING TO UN FIGURES, HUNGARY PROCESSED 
4,128 TONS OF POPPY STRAW FOR MANUFACTURE OF MORPHINE IN 
1972. SINCE NO IMPORTS WERE REPORTED, WE ASSUME THIS 
REPRESTENTED DOMESTIC CULTIVATION. LAST YEAR FOR WHICH 
HUNGARY REPORTED IMPORTS OF POPPY STRAW WAS 1971, IN WHICH 
1,223 TONS WERE IMPORTED. CLIMATIC CONDITIONS IN HUNGARY 
THIS YEAR MAY HAVE RESULTED IN RELATIVELY POOR DOMESTIC 
POPPY STRAW CROP, LEADING HUNGARY TO SEEK IMPORTS FOR ITS 
PROCESSING FACILITIES. "POPPY STRAW" REFERS TO INCISED 
OR UNINCISED POPPY CAPSULES INCLUDING ONLY LIMITED 
AMOUNT OF STEM (ONE OR TWO INCHES). IT WOULD NOT RPT NOT 
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2. AS UN SEEMS HAVE MATTER WELL IN HAND WE SEE NO NEED 
FOR INQUIRY OF GOH AT THIS TIME, BUT IF EMBASSY SHOULD 
WISH DISCUSS QUESTION IN CONNECTION WITH GENERAL NARCOTICS 
REVIEW, DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION. USG STRONGLY SUPPORTS 
INCB ACTION TO DISSUADE HUNGARIANS AND AFGHANS FROM 
CONSUMMATING SALE BUT WE PREFER KEEP INCB IN FOREFRONT THIS 



EFFORT. THEREFORE SUGGEST THAT ANY EMBASSY INQUIRY BE 
MADE IN LOW KEY MANNER. INGERSOLL 
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